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The proposed alignment was developed and refined after
considering broad and local alignment alternatives. The aim
was to avoid major environmental and land use constraints
and to integrate ecologically sustainable development
principles into the design of the alignment. Where possible,
the alignment was shifted to minimise impacts on, for
example, National Parks and reserves, tracts of significant
vegetation and residences.

To identify the potential environmental impacts of the
proposed alignment, a range of information was reviewed.
These included threatened species data, vegetation mapping
and administrative boundaries of protection areas (such as
State Forests, National Parks and State Conservation Areas).
Also included were records of previously recorded Indigenous
sites and items, listed non-Indigenous sites/items, cadastral
boundaries and hydrological information such as locations
of drainage lines, watercourses and designated flood areas.

If the project is delayed for a significant amount of time,
future development along or adjacent to the inland railway
may compromise the viability of the railway by increasing
costs associated with land acquisition or by affecting the
operations of the railway (e.g. safety, journey time, etc).
This may cause sub-optimal amendments to the alignment.
Steps to reserve the inland rail corridor under relevant state
legislation could be considered to ensure that future
development or land zoning does not compromise the
corridor and ultimately the viability of the project.
 

ENVIRONMENT

The Oakey bypass would avoid level 
crossings in the town and reduce

impacts from rail operations 
(such as noise) on town residents. Between Rosewood and Kagaru,

the alignment has been designed to
minimise effects on koala habitats.

Construction of tunnels between Gowrie
and Kagaru would produce large quantities

of excess spoil which would be used to
construct embankments in other areas.

Tunnelling reduces operational impacts on
nearby residents.

Near Inglewood the alignment
parallels an existing road corridor

through the Bringalilly State Forest
to minimise impacts on local 

ecosystems.

Near Gwabegar the alignment crosses corners of the
Quegobla and Merriwindi State Forests but has been

designed to minimise the clearing of native vegetation.

The alignment passes to the west of Narromine to avoid
level crossings in the town and reduce impacts from rail

operations (such as noise) on town residents. 

The alignment was optimised to reduce
clearing of native vegetation so as to minimise
impacts on protected ecosystems and habitat 

or threatened species.

Using the existing rail corridor from
Melbourne to Illabo means that no

construction works would be required.

The Narrabri bypass would avoid level crossings
in the town and reduce impacts from rail operations

(such as noise) on town residents.

The alignment would cross the Namoi River and the 
Lower Namoi Floodplain near Narrabri. 

River crossings would be designed to reduce
flooding and hydrology impacts.

Between North Star and Yelarbon the
alignment follows existing road and stock
route corridors to minimise impacts on the

Yelarbon desert.
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