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Plan ahead - contact ARTC or relevant rail operator if unsure

A guide for photographers and filmmakers near the rail corridor

Check your boundaries! Are you in a safe location and outside the rail corridor?

Do not intentionally distract a train driver or rail worker's attention.
The Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) receives many requests

Check you are not obstructing the visibility or view of train drivers or road-based vehicles from media outlets, designers, photographers, filmmakers and rail
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if you are near a railway level crossing. v/ Rail enthusiasts enthusiasts for photographs, viewing locations, and to use our rail
corridor as a backdrop for imagery. While we recognise that trains
Are you or the vehicle you are using obstructing the visibility or location of any signalling v/ Photographers and filmmakers and the rail corridor can provide some great image and vision
equipment, signals or other rail safety equipment? (professional / commercial and opportunities, it is not an open access area and there are many risks
amateur / hobbyist) to be aware of when taking images close to the rail corridor.
Turn off your flash. v q | d - g q Helo k o wh
i i is guide aims to provide some tips to help keep you safe when
Flash photography or direct lights in the direction of oncoming trains is a major hazard for D Media OUtI,EtS and l;eprzsen:atlves e tgrin imacer pB omotin ste behar\)/ioursground the rail
train crew; have you checked if you are wearing anything that might be reflecting the sun (press, online and broadcast) p‘ 9 Imagery. 5y P ) 9 :
or could affect a train driver's vision? . corridor we can 1. reduce the risk to photographers, 2. ensure images
' v Members of the public of the rail corridor represent safe behaviour and ultimately, 3. reduce
What colour clothing are you wearing? v Social media users taking photos the the number of tresspassing incidents.

Red and Green are railway signal colours and track workers are prohibited to wear these or video

colours in the rail corridor, think about what you wear when near railway lines. . . .
v/ Others with an interest in the
rail industry With 44,200km of railway track in Australia and ARTC's network @

comprising of over 8,500km of this; trains, people and vehicles cross
paths every day. Unfortunately, there are more than 5,000 incidents
of trespass on the rail network every year in Australia, that's over 13
trespassers each day or one every two hours. In addition there are
around 1,000 near hits at level crossings in Australia every year - that
is 1,000 people who could have ruined their life as well as the trauma
and impact it has on the lives of the train driver, scene attendants,
witnesses, and their family because of an avoidable incident.

@ If you are taking photos from an overpass, is your equipment attached safely to your body
and cannot fall into the rail corridor?

Do not enter areas not accessible or open to the public.

Don't climb on or obstruct signals, equipment or signs.

Only take photos or view trains from public locations.
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Check you are safe from hazards (road and rail).

The rail corridor is the land on which the
railway is built. It comprises all property

typically bounded from fence line to fence croller \)\epOﬂ ™
line or, if not fenced, everywhere 15 metres Traln co A\)\M
N N _ either side of the outermost parts of track, _/ \NODONG > 23 nea’ mis
Visit: www.artc.com.au and Further ARTC enquiries can be directed to the Manager, unless otherwise indicated. It is a highly ( angd ttas — miss at
www.tracksafefoundation.com.au Stakeholder Communications on: regulated area and actions around the rail \Nod°“ga— . 23 rep(})rte o of Chilter”
For access to rail stations or passenger trains for filming (02) 8259 0724 or, by mail to: corridor are supported by National Rail Safety S sqahrs! eo<i]”dVL lCrO.SSi?t?cjn d\/lseergeﬂCy
or photography purposes, please contact the relevant Att: Manager, Stakeholder Communications Regulation — which includes provisions for Beechwo(t Jlingin J ph?;‘t(ie ap t edthe
passenger operator or passenger rail authority. Australian Rail Track Corporation criminal acts. The community should view whﬂst t;O\i/‘ - Control tboard pss fir f‘or 4 dhe driver
GPO Box 14, Sydney NSW 2001 the rail corridor as a hlgh dangﬁer’vvgrksne’. D”VE; - hat eOBSS on 00 mem softhe
The people that work in the rail corridor are brd . Ocleor.T - = area. The™ [ose o1 .
. o , trained, hold relevant certification and must 292 were cled’ 9! hOtOS i ; Advise
! This information is provided as a guide only — please take all steps to keep ] hey ngpP Coun
yourself and others safe and abide by all necessary laws. There may be be authorised to be there. ublic Werev\t/as OK10 roceed:

additional hazards not listed in this publication that you should also consider. The driVeY




ARTC and rail operators around the country receive hundreds of Tra,n ong,
reports of members of the public entering the rail corridor to take = MOU/\/ Olley /‘?ep
photos or view passing trains every year. Many people are unaware Treg TL /:T)/ e
that entering into the rail corridor is an illegal activity that constitutes Oieﬂon‘,;o SSers :
trespass. Worse still, it can result in serious injury or death should that ”OC‘;M/ d/@Z/h@,b - racy
person be struck by a train. (e, Z;‘MZ 10,5;7@”0/70«/ /)ep% "
A rail accident affects many people - train crews and track workers see Cafm”dv:j/%/’awzymg%eijz -
tragedy all too often for what are almost all avoidable incidents — and - ff;?f%gnozoj
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will take immediate action such as applying their emergency brakes Clry,
if they see something unsafe. Rail workers and train crews are also

trained to report unusual and unsafe acts and rail staff and/or Police

are notified to attend where appropriate.

Train Controller Report
_ MAITLAND, NSW

Trespasser in rail corridor at
East Maitland footbridge.

| corridor at East Maitland
footbridge. Driver of train MT922 advises
control that there is a 60 year old ma/et
trespasser sitting at the base o'f the E;Js =
Maitland foot bridge in the rail Fom qr G4
light blonde hair and a blue sh/rt ﬁln'qmgﬂ
passing trains. Newcastle Police advised.

“Trespasser in rai

A good picture is not worth losing your life over.

Too many people are seriously hurt or die each year because they
do not understand rail corridor operations and the danger that
comes with it. What message are you setting with the images and
story you portray?

Accessing the rail corridor is against the law.

Rail tracks, yards and rail maintenance vehicle tracks are restricted
access property. If you plan to photograph near the rail corridor
make sure you are in a safe and public space.

Trains can’t stop quickly to avoid people or vehicles on the
tracks. It can take up to two kilometres for a fully laden freight train
to stop. Don't think you can safely gauge a train’s distance from you
and its speed either — it's often going much faster than you expect.

Never stand on railway tracks.
No tracks should be assumed to be abandoned or inactive.

Always behave as you would expect others to.
People mimic behaviour and may copy what they see in pictures.

Don’t pose subjects on railway tracks or other equipment when
taking photos. It's not only illegal, it sends a dangerous message
around right and wrong behaviour.

Give train crews a break. Most drivers and train crew have
experienced too much tragedy in the rail corridor and experience
near hits all too often.

Get permission from the relevant rail operator or track owner if you
are looking to film or photograph the rail corridor and the rail yards.

Obey signage and any directions from rail staff, they are there to
ensure your safety and that of others.
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