
 

 
 
$57 MILLION FOR THE COOTAMUNDRA TO GULGONG 
AND WERRIS CREEK LINE  
 
The Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) will invest $57 million over 
the next five years to upgrade the 736 kilometres of track and signalling 
on the mainline from Cootamundra to Gulgong and Werris Creek. The 
Australian and NSW Governments have agreed that ARTC will lease the 
state's interstate and Hunter Valley rail networks for the next 60 years. 
The $57 million investment is part of the $872 million that ARTC will 
invest over the next 5 years as a part of the lease arrangements. 
 
The corporation is owned by the Australian Government, and the lease 
means that ARTC will have the authority to sell track access to train 
operators over the full length of the interstate mainline from Perth to the 
Queensland border. 
 
The line from Cootamundra to Parkes 
forms part of the mainline between 
Sydney and Perth with the section 
from Parkes to Werris Creek via 
Dubbo and Merrygoen providing a 
secondary route from Melbourne to 
Brisbane. It also passes through 
some of Australia's prime wheat 
growing areas.  
 
The single track line is in need of a 
substantial amount of catch up 
maintenance work. The focus of this 
work will be on replacing timber 
sleepers, bridge restrengthening and 
replacement of timber bridges, and 
the installation of resilient fastenings and continuous welding of track. The 
objective of these works is to provide an improved track dynamic that will 
allow for heavier axle loads and increased train speeds. 
 
The Cootamundra to Werris Creek investment program will involve: 
 
• Works between Cootamundra and Stockinbingal to improve reliability 

and load bearing capacity including catch-up resleepering, installation 
of resilient track fastenings and continuous welding of rail;  



• Works between Stockinbingal and Parkes to lift performance, including 
catch up re-sleepering, installation of resilient track fastenings and 
replacement of life-expired and capacity inhibited timber bridges.  

 
• Works north of Parkes will enable this section to provide an alternative 

interstate route for east - west trains accessing Newcastle and 
Brisbane and trains travelling between Melbourne and Brisbane. A 
budget of $25.7 million has been allocated to upgrading performance 
on this section of track through resleepering works and 
restrengthening a number of bridges, including at Dubbo, and 
consolidating safe working functions into the single NSW ARTC train 
control centre.  

 
The work will lift reliability and performance on the Cootamundra - Parkes 
segment by reducing transit times, increasing axle loads to 23 tonnes at 
80km/h and 21 tonnes at 110km/h and provide increased paths for 1500 
metre trains. 
 
Specific Works 
 
The specific projects in the infrastructure investment programme include: 
 
• Eliminating timber bridges between Cootamundra and Parkes ($3.0 

million);  
• Dubbo bridge restrengthening ($1 million);  
• Consolidation of safe working functions ($3.6 million);  
• Re-sleepering catch up work ($11 million); and 
• Installation of resilient fastenings ($7.2 million).  
 
  
  
 


