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Walking on railway tracks is illegal

For more information call our Community Line on 1300 550 402
or email community@artc.com.au

Did you know that you're trespassing if you walk on railway tracks outside of
designated pedestrian crossings? Even if you're just going for a walk and take a
shortcut over the tracks, you could be fined up to $5,000!

What is trespassing? 

Trespassing is when you enter railway
property, including the rail corridor, without
permission. As a general rule of thumb,
railway land is anywhere 15m either side of
the track.
  
To keep you and our railway workers safe,
you’re not allowed to enter this space. It
might seem harmless to take a shortcut
across the tracks, but you’re breaking the
law if you do. 

Level crossings have warning signs to
protect you, and many will have flashing
lights, alarm bells and boom gates for added
protection. 

It's dangerous and can cause real trauma to
train drivers to see you. Trains can’t swerve
like cars and can take up to 2km to come to
a complete stop. The only thing on tracks
should be trains.

Why can’t I walk on the tracks?

Where can I cross the tracks? 

Whether you're on foot or in a car, always
cross at designated pedestrian or level
crossings.

What happens if I do enter the rail
corridor?

It’s illegal to enter railway property, so we’ll
contact police and you’ll face fines if you’re
found trespassing. If you’re trespassing to
vandalise, graffiti, dump rubbish, or cause
damage to infrastructure, you’ll face
additional penalties. 

If you see someone or something in the rail
corridor that looks suspicious, always call
triple zero (000). 


