
Scan for more
information about fire
management on our
website.

Every day we work to ensure our track’s safety
and reliability, managing fire risk by: 

Pruning and spraying on an annual program
to remove and manage vegetation 
Clearing up to five metres of vegetation
from either side of our track  
Grading fire breaks in densely vegetated or
designated high risk areas. 

Our high-tech trackside monitoring systems
also significantly reduce fire risk on our
network. By detecting faults in the wheel set,
they can detect problems before they pose a
fire risk.  

Managing fire risk on our network 

Throughout the year we work with local
emergency services so they’re familiar with our
rail corridor and conduct bushfire training drills
together in some areas. 

In case of any fire, we’ll always call triple zero
(000) and work closely with local emergency
services to: 

Ensure they have fast and safe access to
the rail corridor for vehicles and personnel if
needed 
Pause trains to prevent level crossings
activating so residents can evacuate safely
and without barriers.

For more information call our Community Line on 1300 550 402
or email community@artc.com.au

As one of the country’s largest rail network owners, every day our people
manage the threat of bushfire over our 8,500km of track.

What about during periods of
extreme heat?

Extreme heat brings higher risk of signal faults,
circuit breaks and track buckling so we’re extra
vigilant and undertake spot maintenance during
these periods to make sure our network stays
safe and reliable.  

We also make sure to avoid works like welding
or grinding during extreme heat. 

We maintain our track year round 

We work with emergency services

Fire danger days 

We don’t operate trains, but our Network
Control Centres monitor fire service danger
ratings and quickly communicate any fire advice
to operators.  

During fire danger days we request rail
operators undertake additional pre-departure
checks checking areas of fire risk - like exhausts
and braking systems. 


