Rail noise in the Adelaide Hills

As one of the country’s largest rail network managers, we do what we can to
reduce noise, but some noise is unavoidable around a rail line.

Who’s responsible for the train
noise?

Both we - as the network manager — and
each rail operator hold licenses with the South
Australian Environment Protection Authority
(EPA) which details our respective noise
responsibilities.

At ARTC, our job is to maintain the track and
associated infrastructure, while rail operators
maintain and operate trains.

We don’t have oversight over rail operators’
noise management activities, but they do
have an environmental duty to ensure all
reasonable and practicable measures are
taken to prevent excessive noise.

We work to reduce noise where we
can

As the track manager, we work to reduce
noise from our track as trains travel around
curves in the hills.

We use:

» Devices and lubricators to reduce friction
between wheel and rail causing noise like
flanging and wheel squeal

» A monitoring system at Heathfield to
detect noisier trains (sharing the
information with rail operators to take
action as well as report to the EPA).

What won’t help reduce noise

o A curfew
The Adelaide Hills is part of the crucial
freight corridor between Melbourne,
Adelaide and Perth, connecting people and
products to places and ports.

Freight must move 24/7 to meet national
and international demands, so a train curfew
would simply shift freight to roads.

e Reducing train speed
Extensive research from rail operators and
our own monitoring of trains and noise in the
Adelaide Hills has found no strong link
between wheel squeal and train speed.

It could even make the noise worse as
reducing speed will mean more noise from
braking.

Scan for more
information on our
website about noise
management.

For more information call our Community Line on 1300 550 402

or email community@artc.com.au




