
Scan for more
information about
noise managment on
our website.

Rail noise around Port Waratah Terminal

We’re working to reduce noise
where we can

For more information call our Community Line on 1300 550 402
or email community@artc.com.au

As one of the country’s largest rail network owners, we do what we can to reduce
noise, but some noise is unavoidable when freight is moved in and around the port. 

What causes the noise?

You might hear noise at the terminal that
includes train horns, wheel or brake squeal,
the banging of wagons, idling locomotives or
sound from rail maintenance and heavy
equipment. 

We work closely with rail operators to find
ways to keep noise to a minimum. 

Terminal workers keep noise front of mind,
and we’ve also installed signage at entry and
exit as a reminder.

Since 2007, we’ve managed a voluntary
reduction in train movements on the Port
Waratah/Bullock Island loop section of the
terminal between 10pm-6am - when
operations allow. 

Our terminal coordinators always look for
alternate routes before using the loop.  

We’re also working with rail operators to
change the planning process and reduce the
need for a train to stop midway around the
loop, as it can cause wagons to bunch.

How is industry helping? 

Some ways they’ve worked to reduce noise
include: 

Major users of the Port Waratah Terminal –
about 60% of terminal traffic - maintain their
trains at Tighes Hill.

Invested in newer 120 tonne wagons     

Now 80% of their fleet.

Increased train control and reduced
stopping distance

More than 30% of trains have been fitted
with Electronic Controlled Pneumatic
brakes that reduce wagon bunching noise.

Nearly halved the number of routine
wagon inspections 

With 40% less inspections and 15% less
provisioning (the requirement for trains
being split and shunting).

Reduced number of train services 

200-300 less per month in Port Waratah.

Moved some maintenance activities to
another facility

Keeping more noise out of the precinct. 


