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OPERATIONAL NOTICE  

Notice No. 26-009 

Notice Type: Route Access Condition Notice 
 

 

Subject Title: Trial operation of Half Height Containers in Narrow Container (NC) permitted areas 
 

Operator(s): All Operators  
 

Effective From: 01/04/2026 
 

Effective To: 31/10/2026  

Reference Documents: 

Route Access Standard: RAS – General Information  

RAS – Appendix A - Rolling Stock Outlines and Loading Requirements 

 

General Details / Operating Condition: 

A waiver to the conditions of the ARTC Route Access Standard (RAS) – Appendix A: Rolling Stock 

Outlines and Loading Requirements is granted for the trial operation of double-stacked half-height 

containers in corridors where Narrow Container (NC) operations are permitted. Refer to RAS General 

Information, Section 5, for details of corridors where NC operation is allowed. 

Conditions of loading and trial operation:  

1. Operation is only permissible to operators who have double stacking operations within their safety 

management system. 

2. Except for where specifically waived, all other requirements of RAS Appendix A: Rolling Stock 

Outlines and Loading Requirements continue to apply. 

3. Double stacking of half-height containers is permitted provided the combined container height 

does not exceed the overall height limits specified in RAS Appendix A, Figure A2.4 (refer below). 

4. Loading is permitted only on well wagons that comply with the dimensional requirements outlined 

in Figure A2.4. 

5. Containers shall be arranged such that upper containers are always the same mass or lighter than 

the lower container (lower containers shall always be the same mass or heavier). 

6. Containers shall be arranged such that the upper containers are always the same length or 

shorter than the lower container (no container overhangs). 

7. Loadings shall be managed to have a lower centre of gravity height compared to normal container 

loading. Standard loading is considered to be a maximum of 2650mm, double stack shall be 

2500mm. 

8. Dangerous goods are not permitted in this configuration. 

 

 
 

Cont.  
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Figure A2.4 - Maximum Container Loading to meet Plates B, D, NC and IS 

4030^ 
and 

 

4050^* 

^ Maximum allowable height of 
container above rail in tare condition 

* Applies to wagons that are less 
than 20.15 m long and bogie centres 
that are less than 15.5 m long. 

All dimensions displayed in 

millimetres

 

1040** 
low 

deck 

3010 2500 

(maximum width) 

Rail level 

 

** RRYY wagon with 850mm low 
deck permitted to operate with 53 
foot x 10 foot 6-inch high containers 

 

For additional notes on Figure A2.4 operation, refer RAS Appendix A - Rolling Stock Outlines and 

Loading Requirements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Approval: 

Approved by: Carolyne Southern  Date: 01/04/2026 

 


