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1 Foreword 
The terms and conditions upon which access is granted to the Australian Rail Track Corporation 
(ARTC) Network are specified in an Access Agreement negotiated between ARTC and the 
Operator. Operators seeking to operate on the ARTC Network also require accreditation in 
accordance with the Rail Safety Act for each state in which operation is intended. 

The Route Access Standard (RAS) contains interface requirements for access to the ARTC 
Network and has been published by ARTC for use by current and potential Operators for the 
development of their operating plans. 

This standard contains important infrastructure and operational information about the ARTC 
Network. Information about rolling stock provided in this document is limited to addressing the 
critical interfaces between rail traffic and the infrastructure, or with other rail traffic. Further rolling 
stock information applicable in New South Wales is provided in the TOC Manual and TOC 
Waivers. 

Operators must develop and maintain documentation specific to the requirements of their 
operations and respective safety management system. 

Operator documentation should include, but is not limited to: 

• rolling stock fleet capability and constraints 

• rolling stock maintenance, provisioning and areas for stabling 

• terminal operations and areas for loading, unloading, shunting and marshalling trains 

• train crewing, safeworking, route knowledge, train handling, training and competency 

• environmental requirements 

• Occupational Health and Safety requirements (including policies relating to drug, alcohol and 
fatigue management) 

• risk management. 

1.1 Document Overview 
The RAS is divided into the following two sections: 

• General Information 

o Appendix A Rolling Stock outlines & loading guidelines 

o Appendix B Train Numbering 

• Section Pages. 

The RAS addresses the ARTC Network in terms of routes that may cross several corridors as 
train paths for purchase by Operators. It is intended to aid the Operator to ensure trains are 
planned, constructed, inspected, maintained, loaded and operated in accordance with the route 
attributes. 

For information about adjacent networks, Operators should refer to the appropriate Rail 
Infrastructure Manager. 
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1.1.1 General Information 
The General Information section of the RAS outlines the current status of the ARTC Network 
infrastructure in a series of instructions, diagrams and tables that express the ARTC Network 
capabilities in terms of supporting rail traffic. 

 

1.1.2 Section Pages 
The RAS Section Pages are divided into the following three networks: 

• Defined Interstate Rail Network 

• Heavy Haul Network 

• Intrastate Network. 

Each network is represented by a series of sections. These sections contain information about 
the current status of the ARTC Network and include: 

• line maps 

• route capacity tables 

• location of speed signs or permanent speed restrictions. 

• these sections may also include special access conditions. 

Section pages may be used by Operators for operations and to instruct rail traffic crews in route 
knowledge and driving competencies. 

1.1.3 Glossary 

For any terms and definitions, refer to ERG-38-01 Route Access and Operations Standards 
Glossary. 
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Figure 1.1 – ARTC Network Map 
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