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Water NSWARTC is not exempt from Water Supply 

Works Approvals under the Water 

Management Act 2000. ARTC is exempt 

from other water related approvals 

including Water Access Licences, Water 

Use Approvals and Controlled Activity 

Approvals under the Water Management 

(General) Regulation 2025.

If construction de-watering, piling/boring, flow diversion etc is part of the proposed 

works, an application for a Water Supply Works Approval is required to Water NSW.

To construct and/or use a work to 

extract or capture water from a 

river, lake or groundwater source. 

Includes constructing a bore, use of 

a pump to remove groundwater 

(construction de-watering), diverting 

or storing water.

Water 

Supply 

Works 

Approval

Waterway, 

Waterbody 

or Wetland

DPIRDARTC is not a public authority under the 

Fisheries Management Act 1994 and is 

therefore not exempt from any permitting 

requirements. 

For certainty, consult with the local DPIRD 

representative on permit requirements.

Confirm whether the proposed works are within mapped Key Fish Habitat, in marine 

protected areas or on public water land. Further information is here. Determine if the 

works will cause ‘harm’.

Apply to Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development (DPIRD) for a 

Permit under Part 7 of the Fisheries Management Act 1994. Further information is 

available within the permit application form including fee, here. Please contact an 

EBP for support in applying for a Part 7 permit.

Work involves obstructing fish 

passage in Key Fish Habitat; 

dredging or reclamation in Key Fish 

Habitat; or

harm to marine vegetation 

(mangroves, seagrass, seaweed)

Part 7 

Fisheries 

Permit

Department of 

Environment 

and Heritage –

Heritage 

Management 

System

Exemptions exist for common rail 

maintenance activities. Refer to both the 

ARTC specific exemptions and the 

standard heritage exemptions 

Note that more than one exemption can 

be used at once.

If your work could avoid impact to the Heritage, check the ARTC specific and 

standard exemptions.

If you need to impact Heritage and no exemption applies, or you are unsure, an 

assessment of heritage impact is likely required. Contact an EBP for advice on 

obtaining a statement of heritage impact and/or an S60 Works Approval.

If an S60 Works Approval is required, a class 1b REF is likely also required to 

adequately assess the impacts of the work.

Impact to a place, building, work, 

relic, moveable object, precinct, or 

land listed on the State Heritage 

Register

S60 Works 

Approval
Heritage 

Structures 

(including 

curtilages, 

land and 

archaeologic

al artefacts)

Impact to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object, precinct, or land listed on the Local Heritage Register (Local Environmental Plan) that is not minor requires an assessment of heritage impact and 

engagement with local council. Contact an EBP for advice on obtaining a statement of heritage impact.

If your activity potentially impacts an environmental constraint, determine if any “permit triggers” are met or if a “relevant exemption” applies. If a trigger is 
identified, follow the specified next steps. If you are unfamiliar with the approval process, contact an Environment Business Partner (EBP) for assistance.

Continue on page 2
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Crown LandsN/AWork with ARTC Property to confirm if land or waterway is owned by State of NSW (Crown) or if 

forms part of adjacent freehold. Seek a Crown Lands licence to conduct works on Crown Land.

Activity proposed on Crown 

Land or Crown waterway
Crown Land 

Licence
Third Party 

Land 

(including 

any roads)
National Parks and 

Wildlife

N/AContact the local NPW office to obtain a letter of consent under the NPW Act for a one-off activity. 

A formal licence will be required for any ongoing activity required on NPW land. Speak to an EBP 

for additional information.

Activity proposed on National 

Park Estate
NPW 

Consent

Water NSWN/AActivity in Water NSW Special Areas requires Access Approval from Water NSW. To obtain 

access approval the activity must meet Water NSW requirements, and apply strict controls. The 

application process has a 28-day processing time. Please contact an EBP if assistance is 

required.

Activity proposed on Water 

NSW Land (Special Areas)
Water NSW 

Access 

Approval

Local Council

Or

Transport for NSW

N/AConsent from local council under s138 of the NSW Roads Act is required for action relating to an 

unclassified road.

Consent from TfNSW under s138 of the NSW Roads Act is required for action relating to a 

classified road.

Refer to TfNSW S138 consent guidance for details.

Any action impacting a 

classified or unclassified 

road

S138 Road 

Consent

Department of 

Environment and 

Heritage

ARTC is not exempt from 

AHIP requirements, but rail 

maintenance may qualify as 

low impact when it is on 

disturbed land, or where 

impact to known ACH can be 

avoided. 

Review and follow the steps in the Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal 

Objects (DECCW, 2010) if you are planning work near an AHIMS site or on undisturbed/minimally 

disturbed ground. 

If an AHIP is required, a class 1b REF or EIS is required to adequately assess the impacts of the 

work.

Speak to an EBP if it’s unclear whether further assessment and/or an AHIP is required. 

Work is in a location near a 

registered AHIMS site, or 

activity is on land subject to 

limited ground disturbance

Aboriginal 

Heritage 

Impact 

Permit 

(AHIP) *

Aboriginal 

Cultural 

Heritage 

If your activity potentially impacts an environmental constraint, determine if any “permit triggers” are met or if a “relevant exemption” applies. If a trigger is identified, follow 
the specified next steps. If you are unfamiliar with the approval process, contact an Environment Business Partner (EBP) for assistance.

Continue on page 3* If this secondary approval is required it could take in excess of 8 weeks to obtain.
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Department of 

Primary 

Industries & 

Regional 

Development

N/A - no exemptions apply.Movement of a fire ant carrier (including quarried products, and soil) from a fire ant 

biosecurity zone in NSW or QLD to a different area in NSW requires 

implementation of a number of risk mitigation measures including obtaining Plant 

Health Certificates and submitting Movement Declarations. Plant and/or equipment 

used to disturb the ground surface (including formation) is also a trigger.

Refer to ARTC’s Fire Ant Management Plan section 5 to determine which controls 

need to be applied and speak to an EBP for assistance.

An activity is required in a 

NSW Fire Ant Biosecurity 

Zone.

A fire ant carrier is required 

to be moved from a NSW or 

QLD Fire Ant Biosecurity 

Zone

Plant Health 

Certificates 

and 

Movement 

Declarations

Biosecurity

Local Land 

Services

ARTC is exempt from the need to obtain 

permission under the Local Land Services Act 

2013 to clear native vegetation (excluding 

threatened species and communities).

-Work will impact native 

vegetation
-Vegetation 

Removal

Where a suitable TBEIA is in place and impact 

to threatened species or ecological 

communities is directly associated with a rail 

maintenance activity, ARTC does not require a 

licence under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 

2016. Where the impact is significant a 

licence may be required after discussion 

with an EBP.

If the work will significantly impact a threatened species or ecological 

community, or is likely to, the activity cannot be assessed using the TBEIA and a 

class 1b REF is required.

Impact to threatened species 

(fauna or fauna habitat) or 

ecological communities.

Biodiversity 

Conservation 

Licence *

Threatened 

Species or 

Ecological 

Community

If your activity potentially impacts an environmental constraint, determine if any “permit triggers” are met or if a “relevant exemption” applies. If a trigger is identified, follow 
the specified next steps. If you are unfamiliar with the approval process, contact an Environment Business Partner (EBP) for assistance.

* If threatened species or ecological community impacts are possible, gaining additional assessment could take in excess of 8 weeks to obtain.

Any potential impact to a Matter of National Environmental Significance (MNES) must be discussed with an EBP as early as possible 
as referral to the Commonwealth DCCEEW may be required. 
MNES include - EPBC listed species, EPBC listed ecological communities, EPBC listed migratory species, world or national heritage,


