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Approval 
Authority

Relevant ExemptionNext StepsPermit TriggerApprovalConstraint

Relevant 

Catchment 

Management 

Authority

Minor works including vegetation clearance, 

cleaning and minor structural repairs may be 

exempt from obtaining a permit. An EBP can 

advise on whether the exemption would apply.

If works are considered exempt the CMA must 

still be notified prior to works occurring.

A permit is required for any activities planned in, under, on, or over the bed and banks 

of a designated waterway including work on bridges, culverts, stabilisation works, 

vegetation removal.

Application for a permit must be sent to the relevant Catchment Management Authority 

(CMA). The CMA districts are available in ARTC Map.

Work that would 

obstruct or interfere 

with a waterway

Works on 

Waterways 

Permit

Waterway, 

Waterbody or 

Wetland

Multiple 

parties are 

involved in 

development 

of a CHMP. 

ARTC is not exempt from ACHS requirements 

and ACH does exist in the rail corridor in 

Victoria.

Activity within an ACHS confined to the 

existing track formation may not be 

considered High Impact or require further 

assessment. This should be confirmed with an 

EBP for each worksite and activity.

ACHS are locations known to contain ACH, or are more likely to contain ACH. High 

Impact work (as defined by Part 2, Div 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018) 

within an ACHS will likely require a CHMP. 

If your activity is within an ACHS, is not within the existing track formation, and is 

otherwise a high impact activity (as defined in Part 2, Div 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Regulations 2018), speak with an EBP to confirm whether further assessment and a 

CHMP is required.

Work is within an Area 

of Cultural Heritage 

Sensitivity (ACHS)

Cultural 

Heritage 

Management 

Plan 

(CHMP)*

Aboriginal 

Cultural 

Heritage 

Heritage 

Victoria

Exemptions from Heritage Permits are 

available for common rail maintenance 

activities on the General Permit Exemptions. 

Check whether a General Permit Exemption is available for your work and use that 

exemption if relevant.

If your work does not comply with the General Permit Exemptions, but will not impact 

heritage significance, consider applying for an individual exemption. 

If your work will impact the heritage significance of a place a Heritage Permit is likely 

required. Please speak to an EBP for assistance with the Heritage Permitting process.

Work or activity within 

the boundary of, or 

direct impact to, a 

registered place or 

object on the Victorian 

Heritage Register.

Heritage 

Permit*
Heritage 

Structures 

(including 

curtilages, land 

and 

archaeological 

artefacts)

If your activity has a potential impact to an environmental constraint, for the relevant constraint consider whether any of the below “permit triggers” will be met and if a 
“relevant exemption” applies. If a trigger is met, please follow the next steps. Speak to an Environment Business Partner (EBP) for assistance if you are not familiar with 
an approval, or as needed.

Continue on page 2* If this secondary approval is required it could take in excess of 8 weeks to obtain.
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-----Biosecurity

Local CouncilN/AAny development (including routine rail maintenance) on land zoned as anything 

other than TRZ, or within a planning overlay may require a planning permit. If 

your work is on third party land, speak to an EBP about the need to obtain a 

planning permit.

Development on land 

zoned as anything 

other than TRZ or 

within an overlay

Planning 

Permit
Third Party 

Land 

(including 

any roads)
Transport for 

Victoria or

Local Council

N/AAny action involving roads and road reserves should involve consultation with the 

local council (for local roads) or Transport for Victoria for major arterial roads on 

the need for consent to occupy the road reserve.

Occupation of a road 

or road reserve

Consent to 

work in Road 

Reserve

Local DEECA 

Office (speak 

to an EBP)

ARTC is exempt from the need to obtain a permit for 

native vegetation removal for maintenance and up to 

0.5ha of removal for construction activity. This exemption 

is the 'Procedure to rely on the railways exemption in 

planning schemes’ which sets out how the exemption is 

to be applied including minimising clearance, consulting 

with relevant stakeholders and obtaining offsets. 

A permit is required if your activity does not align with the available exemption

(see right). 

If your activity does align with the exemption but consultation and/or offsets are 

required, contact your EBP.

If you are unsure of how to apply the railways exemption to your activity or if a 

permit is required, please contact your EBP.

Removal of any 

native vegetation 

within the existing 

railway corridor and 

along access roads.

Native 

Vegetation 

Removal 

Permit

Vegetation 

Removal

Local DEECA 

Office (speak 

to an EBP)

N/AIf the work will impact an FFG listed species or ecological community an FFG 

permit is likely required subject to consultation with DEECA. Details on the 

species or communities impacted, and mitigations put in place must be provided 

to obtain the permit. This template outlines what is needed and who to send it to. 

Contact an EBP to facilitate this process.

Impact to FFG listed 

flora or ecological 

communities

FFG PermitThreatened 

Species or 

Ecological 

Community

If your activity has a potential impact to an environmental constraint, for the relevant constraint consider whether any of the below “permit triggers” will be met and if a 
“relevant exemption” applies. If a trigger is met, please follow the next steps. Speak to an Environment Business Partner (EBP) for assistance if you are not familiar with 
an approval, or as needed.

Any potential impact to a Matter of National Environmental Significance (MNES) must be discussed with an EBP as early as possible 
as referral to the Commonwealth DCCEEW may be required. 
MNES include - EPBC listed species, EPBC listed ecological communities, EPBC listed migratory species, world or national heritage,


